II

SAKYAMUNI THE BUDDHA, INDIA'S
GREATEST SON

(563-483 B.C.)

One thing only do I teach, O Monks: Sorrow and its extinction. . . .

SAKYAMUNI.

I ky no wood, Brahmin, for altar-fires: within the self burn the fires I kindle. '

Ibid.
I

THE first clear-cut figure in Indian history is also the
greatest. The foot-hills of the Himalayas, where he was
born, are thickly clothed with jungle. Gradually as the
paths wind upward the tropical growth gives place to
mighty cedars and deodars, and beyond these tower, range
upon range, the snowy peaks of Himalaya. Often hidden
in clouds, they are on a clear day a stupendous spectacle,
and above them all soar Everest and Kanchinjunga.

Such is the grand figure of Sakyamuni. Suddenly out
of the jungle and the mists of early Indian history, and
towering above the great rishis, or seers, of her first religious
visions, this stupendous figure soars serene, clear-cut, and
majestic.

This is a simile for him which his followers love to use:
As men gaze at its towering peaks and judge Himalaya,
So when they see the Buddha, Peak of Righteousness,
Serene, unmoved by passion's stormy blast
Tower aloft in wondrous calm and peace,
Where evil dies, and lust can breathe no more,
*HJgh as Himalaya the Hero and his Word*
They cry: 'How great his power to redeem from ill'1
Or they liken him to some lordly elephant, the type of
solitude and of chastity; or to the Indian lotus, unsoiled by
the mud, unwetted by the water in which it grows:
Lo! As some mighty elephant superb
Amidst Himalayan forest-trees., he goes;
1 Milinda Pafiha, 346: a work of about A.D. 100.